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EDUCATION ACT, 2004 

(Act 13 of2004) 
I assent 

J. A. Michel 
President 

23rd December, 2004 

AN ACI' to provide for the organisation, promotion and 
development of education in Seychelles, to repeal the 
Education Act (Cap 68) and to provide ·for connected 
matters. 

ENACTED by the President and the National Assembly. 

Part 1-Preliminary 

1. This Act may be cited as the Education Act, 2004 and shall 
come into operation on such date as the Minister may, by notice in 
the Official Gazette, appoint 

365 . 
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2. In this Act-

"adult education" means -

(a) continuing education; and 

(b) training activities 

organised on a part-time basis for persons over 
the compulsory school age and designed to 
enhance their knowledge, skills and cultural 
awareness but does not include tertiary education; 

"class", in relation to a particular student and a 
particular subject, means the teaching group in 
which the student is regula:dy taught that subject 
or, where there are two or more gtoups, such 
one of them as may be designated by the 
head teacher of the school; 

"compulsory school age" means the prescnoed 
age at which a student is obliged to attend school; 

"director" means the head of an educational 
institution providing post-secopdary or further 
education and training; 

"distance education" means an educational 
process in which a significant proportion of the 
teaching is conducted through one medium or a 
combination of media by persons removed in 
space or time from the learners; 

"educational institution" means any school, 
training centre or other institution of education 
and training; 

~ .. 

.. 
~. 
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"educational programme" means a course of 
·study, whether conducted in an educational 
institution or otherwise, that is designed to meet 
the learning needs of an individual or a group of 
persons; 

"fonnal early childhood education" means 
education provided either in a primary school or 
in an institution specially designed for the purpose 
and suitable to the needs of children of or more 
than three years, but under eight years, of age; 

"headteacher" means the head of a primary or 
secondary school; 

"lecturer" or "instructor" means a person who has 
been appointed to teach in a post-secondary or 
further education and training institution; 

"legal guardian", in relation to a child, means any 
person who is liable to maintain, or has the custody 
of, the child; 

.. Minister" means the Minister responsible for 
Education; 

"National Curriculum Advisory Committee" 
means the committee constituted under section 
78; 

"parent", in relation to any child, includes a legal 
guardian and any person living as husband with 
the mother of the child whether or not he is the 
father or a person living as wife with the father of 
the child whether or not she is the mother; 

"prescn"bed" means prescribed by regulations; 

c 
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''Principal Secretary" means the person appointed 
by the President as,. Principal Secretary, 
Education; 

"primary education" means full-time education 
suited to the requirements of primary students; 

''primary student" means a child who at the 
beginning of the academic year has attained the 
age of six years or will attain that age on 
December 31 of that year; 

"private educational institution" means a private 
school or educational institution or class regularly 
attended by 5 or more students which is owned, 
managed and financed by an individual or a body 
incorporate or unincorporate and is registered 
under this Act; 

"post-secondary education" means full time 
education suited to the requirements of students 
who have completed secondary education; 

"secondary education" means full time education 
suited to the requirements of students of 
secondary school age who have completed 
primary education; 

"special education" means educational 
programmes designed to meet the special needs 
of those students who by reason of their 
intellectual, communicative, behavioural, physical 
or multiple exceptionalities are unable to follow 
nonnal educational prog;ranunes; 

I 

.• 
·. 
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"State sch~ols" means schools which are 
maintained by the State and are open to the public 
as provided by this Act; 

"student" means a person of any age for whom 
education is provided under this Act· , 

"training centre" means a school or other 
~tituti~n that provides for education and training 
m techmcal and vocational fields; 

"tertiary education" means-

(a) 

(b) 

education suitable to the requirements of 
persons over compulsory school age who 
are not enrolled fur secondary education 
in any school or are enroUed in a post­
secondary education and training 
institution; 

university education and instruction 
nonna1Jy available at institutions for 
teacher training, technical and vocational 
education and training. 

Part 2 • General administration 

3.(1) The Minister shall, within the limits af available 
re~ou~es, purs~e for the education system the general goals and 
ObJectJves specified in subsection (2). 

(2) The general goals and objectives referred to in 
subsection ( 1) are -

(a) the establishment of a comprehensive 
!Systemofeducationandtrainingret1ecting 

Goals and . 
objectives 

36 
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(b)' 

universal and national values which 
promote the complete developmentofthe 
person and equip the person to participate 
fully in social and economic development; 

the establishment of institutipns for 
achieving the goals referred to in 
paragraph (a); 

(c) the execution of the educational policy 
of the government 

i'~'<'IOSibilities 4.(1) The Minister shall be responsible for the 

oi the Minister administration of this Act. 

(2) The Minister shall also be responsible for-

(a) establishing State primary and secondary 
schools and determining their location and 
classification; 

(b) regulating the admission of students to 
State schools; 

(c) establishing, maintaining and assisting in 
the establishment and maintenance of 
educational institutions including-

(i) institutions for the training of 
teachers; 

(u) technical institutions and training 
centres for technical and 
vocational education and training; 

(d) establishing a teachers' scheme of 

service; 

.. 

,_· !. .• 
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(e) eval~ting the work ofState schools with 
particular reference to the curriculum 
follo~e~ therein and providing for 
exammations and testing of students and 
the award of certificates. 

th Min~·~l) In the performance of functions under this Act 
e rstermay- • 

(a) re~late the conduct ofState schools and 
pnvate educational institutions· 

' 
{b) arrange for the professional training of 

teachers; 

(c) designate the grades or classes and special 
programmes offered in State schools· 

' 
(d) c.onstitute advisory bodies from time to 

ttme on educational or other matters 
related to education· 

' 
(e) prescribe textbooks, other educational 

materials and practices used or followed 
in educational institutions; 

(f) establish State schools, other educational 
institutions and classes or close them 
down where necessary; · 

(g) prescribe the curriculum of State schools 
and other educational institutions; 

(h) provide for any other matter or take such 
action as is necessary for carrying into 
effect the provisions of this Act. 
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(2) . In .exercising the powers conferred by subsection 
(I), the Minister may consu~t such organisations as the Minister 
considers appropriate. 

6.(1) The Principal Secretary shall, subject to the 
directions of the Minister, be charged with the implementation of 
the provisions of this Act. 

(2) The Principal Secretary shall-

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

ensure that schools and other educational 
institutions are managed in a proper and 
efficient manner; 

develop principles and procedures for 
implementing policies and managing 
educational institutions; 

delegate authority to officers of the 
Ministry for managing various aspects of 
the education system including the 
registration of, and other matters 
pertaining to, private schools; 

initiate curriculum innovation and reform 
and the establishment of appropriate 
procedures for evaluating instructional 
and other activities of schools and other 
educational institutions; 

ensure that school premises and property 
are protected against improper use; 

ensure the pastoral care of students in 
schools and other educational institution:;; 

'\ 

.• 
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(g) ensure compliance with the provisions of 
this Act and regulations made thereunder; 

(h) perfonn such other functions under this 
Act as the Minister may from time to time 
assign. 

7.(1) The Minister may delegate to the Principal 
Secretary, any function conferred on the Minister by or under this 
Act: 

Provided that the Minister may exercise any or all of the 
functions so delegated where the Minister considers it expedient 
todoso. 

(2) . The Minister may give general or special 
directions to any officer of the Ministry in relation to the 
perfonnance of functions under this Act. 

8. Primary and secondary schools which are State 
schools shall be established and maintained in accordance with 
the provisions of this Act. 

9.(1) All primary and secondary schools which are State 
schools shall be managed by the Ministry. 

(2) Post-secondatyinstitutions for which the Ministry 
is responsible shall be managed by the Ministry. 

10. The Minister may establish and maintain, in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act, post-secondary 
educational institutions and other institutions ofhigher education 
at such places as the Minister may detennine. 

Delegauon _by 
the Minisler, 
elc. I 

Estahlislunmt 
and maintena.nce 
of primary and 
secondary 
schools 

Ma~gemen~ of 
State primary 
and secondary 
schools 

Establishment 
and maintena.nce 
of post- • 
sec(lndary and 
tertiary 
institutions 



374 

~ages of State 
d~tion 

~rly 
:hildhood 
:.:lucaJional 
:ervices 

~on-formal 
arly 
hildhoOO 
emces 

tegubtic·~ of 
llfi}· 

hildbood 
l:Mces 
' 

Supplement to Official Gazette [28th December2004] 

ll.(l)Subject to subsection (2), the system of State 
education shall consist of the following stages-

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

formal early childhood education; 
primary education; 
secondary education; 
post-secondary education; and 
tertiary education. 

(2) The Minister may include as part of the system 
of State education-

(a) non-fonnal early childhood education; 
(b). special education; 
(c) adult education; and 
(d) distance education. 

12.(1) Subject to the provisions of section 18, a private 
educational institution may provide an early childhood educational 
services programme for children under 5 years of age. 

(2) An institution referred to in subsection (1)-

(a) may charge fees in respect of the 
programme; 

(b) shall comply with the regulations relating 
to the services provided by the imtitution. 

13. Non-fonnal early childhood services for children 
below the age of3 yeaxs shall be subject to inspection and monitoring 
by the Ministry. 

14.( 1) The Minister ma_y by regulations provide for the 
following matters relating to early childhood educational 
services-

• 

. .\ . 
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(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(t) 

(g) 
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the academic and professional 
qualifications of teachers or other 
persons employed in such· services; 

the records to be submitted to the 
Minister by a person providing such 
services; 

the safety standards to be observed by a 
person providing such services; 

the health requirements pertaining to the 
envirorunent in which, and persons by 
whom, such services are provided; 

the buildings, premises, equipment and 
furnishings used in such services; 

the ratio of staff to students; 

the needs of children of specified ages 
receiving such services. 

15.(1) The Minister shall provide special education 
progr.munes for students of compulsory school age who, by reason 
of intellectual, conununicative, behavioural, physical or multiple 
exceptionalities, are in need of special education. 

(2) A student who is entitled to a special education 
programme shall have the programme delivered in the least 
restrictive and most enabling environment 

16. All State schools and educational institutions 
existing at the conunencement of this Act Shall be deemed to have 
been established under this Act and shall continue as State schools 
or educational institutions, as the case may be. 

17$.. 
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Part 3- Private educational institutions 

17. This Act applies to every private school or educational 
institution providing services relating to -

(a) early childhood education; 
(b) primary education; 
(c) special education; 
(d) secondary education; 
(e) post-secondary education; 
(f) adult and distance education; or 
(g) vocational education and training. 

18. No person shall operate a private school or 
educational institution to which this Act applies unless the school 
or institution is registered under this Act with the approval of the 
Minister. 

19. Any person providing, for profit or otherwise, 
educational services for his or her own account and in the case of 
a body corporate for its own account, shall be deemed to be 
operating a private school or educational institution. 

20.(1) A person who, at the commencement of this Act, 
is operating a private school or educational institution shall, within 
six months of the commencement of this Act or such further period 
as the Minister may by notice allow, comply with the provisions of 
section 18. 

(2) A person who contravenes section 18 or 
subsection ( 1) commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a 
fine of an amount not exceeding R20,000 or to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding 2 years, or to both such fine and 
imprisonment 

. ·.t 

.1 
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~l.(l)Where a private school or educational institution is 
registered, the Principal Secretary shall issue a certificate of 
registration to the proprietor of such school or institution. The 
Principal Secretary shall keep a register of such schools and 
educational institutions to be known as the Register of Private 
Educational Institutions. 

(2) There shall be entered in the Register ofPrivate 
Educational hlstitutions the particulars of evd:r such private school 
or educational institution. 

(3) The Principal Secretary shall annually certify a 
copy of the Register ofPrivate Educational Institutions and a notice 
of the names of the private schools and educational institutions so 
certified shall be published in the Gazette. 

(4) The Principal Secretary shall certify any 
amendment of any entry in the Register approved by the Minister 
tmder section 23(1) and a notice of the amendment shall be published 
in the Gazette. · 

22. (1) An application for the registration of a private 
school or educational institution shall be made by or on behalf of 
the proprietor of the private school or educational institution in the 
form provided by the Ministry and shall contain the required 
particulars. 

(2) The Principal Secretary shall, upon the receipt of 
an application under subsection (1), cause the private school or 
educational institution to be inspected . 

(3) Where a private school or educational institution 
in respect of which an application is made under subsection (1) 
has been inspected, the Minister shall, subject to any condition that 
he may specify, approve the registration of the school or educational 
institution ifhe is satisfied-

3 
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(a) that the standards laid down by the Ministry 
are observed; and 

(b) the headteacher or director of the school 
or edpcational institution holds the required 
qualifications. 

23.(1) The Minister may, at the request of the proprietor 
of a registered private school or educational institution, approve 
any amendment of the particulars registered upon payment of the 
relevant fee. 

(2) Before any change in the educational services 
mentioned in the Register is made, the proprietor shall ensure that 
the school or educational institution meets the conditions of 
xegistration that apply to the educational service in respect of which 
the request is made. 

24. Where a request under section 23 is made for an 
amendment authorising the limitation of instruction to certain 
subjects or classes, the Minister may either refuse to grant the 
application or grant it subject to such conditions as the Minister 
may specify. 

25.(1) The Minister may determine the maximum 
number of students who may be admitted to educational services 
or categories of educational services provided by private schools 
and educational institutions. 

(2) The capacity o( and the facilities available at, a private 
school or educational institution as declared by the proprietor in 
his application for registration shall not be reduced subsequently. 

26.( 1) The certificate of registration issued under section 
21(1) shall state- · 

, 
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{a) 

(b) 

(c) 

thh. name of the proprietor of the private 
sc ool or educational institution; 

the na_me and address of the school or 
·educational institution· • 
the edu~ational services or categories of 
educattonal services the school 
ed ti' I · or u~a ona Institution is authorised to 
provide; . 

(d) wh~ ~pplicable, the authorisations and 
co~~~~ons relating to the capacity and 
facdtties and the maximum number of 
students who may be admitted. 

(2) The certificate shall be displayed in a cons icu 
place ~t the school or educational institution as the case :ay :.s 

27 A certifi t · · . 
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(a) seco~?arYschooJ instruciional services in 
tec~lcal and v~cational education and 
trat~g. the programmes that it would 
provide; 

~ (b) . supplementary vocational training, the 
fields for which it would cater; . 

(c) general .or vocational education and 
training at. the tertiary Jevei • . the 
progranunes 1t would provide. 

. . . 2~.~1) '!he registtation of a private school or educational 
mstitution 1s vahd for a period of five years. Duration and 

renewal of 
registration 
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. • (2),,. The M.i~i!!!er sh~.ll J;~.~ev.:,for ~e -~e period a 
registration of a ~c~ool_<?r priv_ate educa!JopalmstltutlOn held by a 
person who - · 

(a) 

(b) 

applies in writi.ng to the Minister within 
such time and in such manner as may be 
prescribed; and 

has complied with the provisions of this 
Act and the regulations made thereunder 
during the periQd preceding the date of 
the application for renewal. 

Transferability 29. The certificate of registration of a private school 
or educational institution shall not be transferable except in 
accordance with section 23. 

30.( 1) The proprietor of a registered private school or 
educational institUtion shall inform the Minister whenever the school 

-or institution is unable to provide all or some of the educational 
· '· ·· services mentioned in the certificate of registration. 

Inf:mnation 

{2) Every such proprietor shall infonn tbe Minister of 
any proposed amalgamatiotl, sale o~ trFsfer affecting_the_sc~ool 
or institution and anyc~ge of name of the school ormstatutlon. 

Official visits 31.{1) The Minister or the Principal Secretary or any 
officer authorised in writing by the Principal Secretary may, for 
the purpose of making enquiries, carrying out inspections and 
discharging any functions under this .Act, enter the premises of 
any private school or educational institution. 

(2) The proprietor of a private school or educational 
institution shall keep its premises open for any visit referred to in 
subsection ( 1 ). . . 

. .. 
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. (3) A person who obstructs, or makes a false 
representation orrefuses to furnish any information required under 
this Act or regulations made thereunder to, any person carrying 
out his or her official duty commits an offence and is liable 
on conviction to a fine of an amount not exceeding R50,000. 
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3 2. Where the Minister is satisfied that a private school Notice to 

or educational institution bas ceased to be conducted in accordance comply 

with this Act or regulations made thereunder, the Minister may 
serve. on the proprietor of the school or institution a notice requiring 
the proprietor to conduct the school or institution in accordance 
with the Act or the regulations, as the case may be, within the time 
specified in the notice. 

33. Where a proprietor having been served with a 
notice under section 32 fails, within the time specified in the notice 
or within such further time as the Minister may allow, to comply 
with the notice, the Minister shall cancel the registration of the 
private school or educational institution and infonn the proprietor 
of the cancellation, the reasons therefor and the proprietor•s rights 
under section 34. 

Cancellation 
of registratior 

34.( 1) The proprietor of a private school or educational Review 

institution whose application for registration orre-registration is 
refused or whose registration is cancelled may apply to the 
Supreme Court for a review of the decision to refuse the application 
or cancel the registration, as the case may be. 

(2) The Supreme Court (Supervisory Jurisdiction over 
Subordinate Courts, Tribunals and AdjudicatingAuthorities) Rules 
shall apply to the making and determination of an application referred 
to in subsection ( 1 ). 

35.( 1) Where the registration of a private school or Re-registrati . 

educational institution is cancelled pursuant to section 33, the 
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proprietor of the school or educational i,n~titution may, if the 
proprietor has complied with the notice that ba4 been Seried under 
section 32, apply to the Minister for the re·registration of the 
school. 

(2) The requirements of section 22 shall mutatis 
mutandis apply to an application under this section. 

(3) From the date on which the cancellation of 
the registration of a private school or educational institution takes 
effect, the school or institution shall remain closed until it is re­
registered. 

( 4) Where the Minister is satisfied that the notice 
that has been served under section 32 has been complied with, 
the Minister may re-register the private school or educational 
institution subject to any condition that the Minister may specify. 

36. The proprietor of a private school or 
educational institution shall furnish the Minister with returns 
containing such information and at such intervals as may be 
specified by regulations. 

37. The Minister may, on the advice of the Minister 
responsible for Health, order the closure of any private school or 
educational institution or classroom thereof or the exclusion of 
certain pupils for a specified time with a view to preventing the 
spread of disease or any danger to health. 

38.( 1) A member of the instructional staff in a private 
school or educational institution shall possess at least the minimum 
qualifications required of a similar member in a comparable State 

school or educational institution. 

'(2) The Principal Secretary may, by notice addressed 
to the proprietor of a private school or educational institution, 
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declare any perso h d 
qualificatio . n d w o oes not possess the minimum 

os requrre under subsection (1) to be unsuitable for 
employment as a member of the instructional staff. . 
school or educational institution and require that the m a pben vate 
so employed. person ~ot 

(3) An appeal from a notice of the Princi~f~ 
under subs_ection (2) may be made to the Minister wi . 
of the receipt of such notice. thin 14 days 

i. ... .. . 

fi . . {4) TheMinistermay..aftersuchinq~i;ash~th~ 
t, confirm or v~ th.e notice and the proprietot.ofthe . rivate 

schnfiool or educa~onalmstitution shall give effect to the n!tice as 
co nned or vaned · · 

39.~1) Where a complaint is made by an interested parly 
that ~ pn~ate school or educational institution has refused to 
a~_It a chil~ ~r has expelled a student on account of the race 
~ I~o~ or_pol~tical ~iation ot; or on any other unreasonable ground 

discrimination relatmg to, the clu1d, student or parent, the Prin · 1 
Secretary shall hold an inquiry into the complaint. ctpa 

<:> The Principal Secretary shall communicate his or 
he_r detenn~nation in writing to the complainant and the relevant 
~vate school or educational institution and the dete . ti 
mclud~ sue~ d~c~ons to the proprietor of the pri=c~~~~ 
educational mstitution as may be necessazyto redress the . 
complained o£ gnevance 

. (3) A proprietor to whom a direction is issued under 
subsection {2) shaJJ comply with the direction. 

(4) A_ P~on who contravenes subsection (3) is guilty 
of an offence and IS hable on conviction to a fine ofRSO,OOO. 
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Part 4-Rights and responslblities of students and parents 

40. All persons are entitled to receive an educational 
prograrrune appropriate to their needs in accordance with this Act 
and regulations made thereunder. 

41.( 1) The Principal Secretary shall provide every child 
of compulsory school age or any person who is a resident of 
Seychelles with an educational programme in accordance with 
this Act. 

(2) In implementing subsection (1), the Principal 
Secretary shall-

(a) enroll the child in an educational programme 
offered by the Ministry; 

(b) direct the child to attend an educational 
progranune offered by another educational 
institution wher~ it is reasonable to do so. 

42.(1) No tuition fee shall be charged in respect of a 
student attending a State primary or secondary school. 

(2) Subsection ( 1) shall not preclude other charges 
being imposed at a State primary or secondary school with the 
approval of the Minister. 

(3) Fees may be charged in respect of post-secondary 
education programmes in accordance with regulations. 

( 4) Government may gxant scholarships and bursaries 
to students of post-secondary and, tertiary levels in accordance 

with regulations. 

" 
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educati~~l insti!~:7s:;~~ent enrolled in a State school or 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

obsetve ~~code of conduct and other rules 
of the M1rustry and the school· 

' 
attend classes regularly and punctually; and 

participate diligently in the educational 
programme in which the student is enrolled. 

44.( I) Every student shall be accountable-

(a) . to the ~eacher, lecturer, instructor or other 
authonsed person for his or her conduct on 
the ~hool premises during school hours and 
?unng such hours as the teacher, lecturer. 
mstructor or other authorised person is i~ 
charge of the student in class or while 
engaged in authorised school activities 
conducted during or outside school hours· 
and ' 

(b) to the headteacher or director for his or her 
~eneral conduct at any time that he or she 
ls under the supetvision of the school and 
members of the staff. 

d 
(2) Every student shall be under the general directio 

an control ofanype d h 0 
I ed . rson un er w ose supervision students are 

p ac on the authonty of the headteacher or director. 
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rudent record · 46.( 1) Every headteacher shalfestablish and maintain a 
:;d report student record for each student enrolled in the school in accordance 

with the guidelines provided by the Principal Secretary. 

Parents' 
responsibilities 

(2) Everyschoolshallprovidetheparentsofastudent 
and the student with a periodic report on the student's academic 
performance and conduct. 

(3) The report referred to in subsection (2) shall be 
in such form and contain such information as the Principal 
Secretary may determine. 

( 4) The following persons may examine and copy a 
student record or request a certified copy of a student record-

(a) a parent of a student; 

(b) a student who is 18 years of age or older. 

(5) Subject to subsection (2), a student record is open 
for the perusal of school and departmental officials for the 
perfonnance of their functions and shall not be made available to 
any other person or institution without the written permission of 
the parent or, where the student is 18 years of age or older, of the 
student. 

(6) Any person who discloses any information in a 
student record in contravention of subsection (5) commits an 
offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of an amount not 
exceeding R20,000. 

47 .( 1) A parent of a student attending a State school or 
educational institution shall, at the request of a teacher or 
headteacher, consult with the teacher or headteacher with respect 
to the student's educational programmes. 
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(2) Every parent shall inform the headteachet in 
writing of any medical or other condition peculiar to his or her 
child-

(a) on admission of the child; or 

(b) as soon as the parent becomes aware of 
such condition. 

(3) Every parent shall sign, and ensure compliance 
with, the code of conduct for students issued by the Ministry and 
rules made by the school or educational institution. 

48.(1) Every student in a State school or educational 
institution shall be responsible for any State property placed at the 
student's disposal and where such property is to be returned, the 
property shall be returned in good condition at the end of the school 
activities on a day and time determined by the headteacher. 

(2) If a student fails to comply with subsection (1 ), 
the Principal Secretary shall claim the value of the property from 
the parents of the student if a minor or from the student if the 
student has attained the age of 18 years. 

(3) If the property of a State school is destroyed, 
damaged or lost due to the intentional or negligent act of two or 
more students who are minors acting together, their parents shall 
be jointly liable to pay damages in respect of the destruction, 
damage or loss of the property. 

( 4) If the property of a State school is destroyed, 
damaged or lost due to the intentional or negligent act of one or 
more students who are eighteen years or older-

(a) the single student; or 

(b) the students who acted together, 
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as the case may be; shall be li~ble to pay damages in respect of 
the damage to or loss or destruction of the property. 

49.(1) Everychildshallattendschool from thebegiruring 
of the school calendar in the school year until the child has 

·completed the compulsory school age. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection ( 1 ), if the Minister is 
satisfied that it has become necessary to extend the compulsory 
school age in relation to any category of students, the Minister 
may by order in writing extend such age. 

50. No child shall be admitted to a State primary 
school unless-

{a) the child has been registered under the 
relevant regulations; 

(b) the child is accompanied on the day of 
admission by a parent or an adult authorised 
by a parent. 

51.( 1) No child shall be admitted to a State secondary 
school unless the child has completed primary school. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection ( 1 ), a child may be 
admitted to a State secondary school on the ·written approval of 
the Principal Secretary on grounds of exceptional ability and 
consistently high academic performance as evidenced by-

(a) outstanding performance in termly and 
annual class assessments; and 

(b) the written recommendation ofthe child's 
teachers. 

[28th December20041 
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(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), a c~il~ 
who prior to his or her residence in Seychelles attended or game 

dm
. . to a secondary school or the equivalent of a secondary 

a tSStOn · · 1 Sec etary be 
school may, on the written approval of the Pnnclpa r ' 

admitted to a State secondary school. 
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Sl. No child shall be admitted to a State post­

secondary institution unless~ 

Admission 10 
post-secondary 
institution 

(a) the child has completed secondary school; 

and 

(b) bas satisfied the prescribed entry 

requirements. 

53.(1) The head teacher of a school or the d~rector of an 
educational institution shall maintain a Students. Regtster. 

(2) The Students' Register shall include-

(a) 
upon admission of a student to a school or 
educational institution -

(i) 

(ii) 

the name and date of birth of the 
student and the studenfs national 

identity number; 

the date of admission; 

(m) the name and residence of the 
student's parent; 

(iv) the name of the last school, if any, 
which the student attended; 

SIUdeoiS' 
register 
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(b) 

(v) where appropriate, the date the 
student left the school ftom which the 
student was transferred· 

' 
(VI) the ~lass of the student at the date-of 

~~~YJng the school from which the 
'StUdent was transfette<J· 

' 
(vii) the ~la~s of~e -sbui~t.~~ the date of 

leaving the sch~l ~m which the 
'Student is admitted· .. ~-• ; ' ~ 

(viii) the student's blood group; 

upon the departure of a student from a 
school-

lj\ 
\•" the date of the student's departure; 

(u) the class of the student on the date 
of departure; 

(iit) where appropriate, the school or 
?th~ institution to which the student 
IS being transferred. 

S4.(1) No student sufferin fro 
contagious disease shall be admitt d t g m, ~r exposed to, a 
any school e 0 • or pernutted to remain in, 

h (2) Where the head teacher or director discovers or 
as reason to suspect the existence of a conta . ous . 

head teacher or director shall immediately~ th disease, the 
parents of the student concerned the p . . el samS e to the 
Ed . , nnctpa ecretarv 

ucation and the Principal SeCretary, Health. • J• 
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(3) A student who has been refused admission to a 
school on the ground that the student is suffering from, or has been 
exposed to, a contagious disease shall not be admitted except upon 
the production of a medical certificate from a registered medical 
practitioner to the effect that the student is free from the disease 
and is unlikely to be a source of infection to other persons in the 
school. 

(4) Themedicalcertificaterequiredbysubsection(l) 
shall be issued free of charge when it is sought from a Government 
medical institution. 
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55.(1) Where as a result of- Temporary or 
permanent 
closure of 

(a) the total or partial destruction of a school schools 

building; or 

(b) outbreak of an infectious or contagious 
disease; or 

(c) any other similar event, 

it is necessary to close the school or educational institution 
temporarilyorpennanently, theMinistermaydirecttbattheschool 
or institution be so closed, and the school or institution shall, with 
effect from the date of the direction, be so closed. 

(2) Where a school or educational institution is 
permanently closed, the Minister shall provide alternative 
accommodation to the students and staff affected by the closure. 

56.(1) The Minister may, by regulations, provide for a 
scheme of zoning for the admission and transfer of students from 
and to State primary and secondary schools. 

Zoning of 
schools and 
transfCIS of 
scudcaU 
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(2) The sc.heme of zoning shall link. the place of 
residence of a student and the location of the school that. the student 
attendS. . 

(3) The residence of a student shall be deemed to be · 
the.residence of the student's parents. · 

(4) A student of one school who seeks admission to 
another school shall not be admitted to that other school except on 
presentati9n of the transfer letter issued by the headteacher of 
the first mentioned $Chool which .letter shall be retained by the 
headteacher of the admitting school. . 

(5) A copy of the transfer letter shall be submitted to 
the Principal Secretary by the headteacher who issued it. 

57. It is the duty of the parent of every child of 
compulsory school age to cause the child to attend school regularly. 

58. 
if-

A student shall be excused from school attendance 

(i) the student is excluded from attendance 
under any law; 

(it) the student is unable to attend school 
because of illness or danger of infection; 
or 

(iit) there are compelling family reasons. 

59. · TheMinistermay, byoroerin writing, designate 
a member of the staff of a school as attendance officer. 

60. , . An attendance officer who has reasonable cause 
to believe that a person is acting in contravention of section 57, on 
presenting his oiher authority, may at any time-

[2~thD~20Q4] t· , SupplementtQ Qjfi(;ial Gazette. . , 

(a) .- enter~yptemiseS_andmakestichenquiries ·· 
as are necessary to determine whether a i · 

child of compulsory school age is 
frequeQting, visiting, residing or employed 

(b) 

·on, thepremises;·and ~- .. ·· -. ·· ·;· ;·: ,., 
. . • • I : ":- ·• 

stop and question·any ~hil<,lw~ appears to 
be of compulsOry school age but is not at 
sch09l. 

61 • .(1) . A person commits~ offence if that person-

( ~) assaults, obstructs Of~ insulting, abusive 
or indecent language to-

·• 
~n .att~J)c.lance officer while 
performing his or her functions; or 

(it) any other person performing a duty 
imposed on that person by this Act in 
rela~on to th~.af;tetl¢mce of any child 
atscbQQl; · : 

(b) · being a parent:· fails without reasonable 
cause when reqqcst~d by .an attendance 
ofli~erto giye ~ormation concerning the 
attendance of any child at school or any 
other matter relevmt to such attendance; 

(c) 

.or. 

gives to_ an attendance officer any 
.. informatiol) ~ concerning any matter 
.mentioned in ~graph (b) knowing it to 
be filise or mistmng. 

(2) A person who is convicted of an offence under 
subsection ( 1) is liable on conviction to a fine of an amount not 

Offences 
against 
altelldaoce 
officer 

... 
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exceedi~g ~0•000 or to 2 years' imprisonment or to both such 
fine and nnpnsonment 

62. A school attendance officer may, at the req~est 
ofthe p~t, apprehend and deliver to the school from which the 
~~ttsabsento:tothestudent'sparentanystudentfoundabsent 
from sehOol not having been excused under~ection 58. 

63. An attendance officer shall· 

(a) perform his or bet duties wider the direCtion 
of the Principal Secretary or the 
headteacher as the c~e may be; 

(b) inquire into every SUspected case of failure 
to attend school without excuse within his 
or her knowledge or when requested to do 
so by the headteacher or the Principal 
Secretary; 

(c) give written warning of the consequences 
of failure to attend school ro the parent of 
the child who is n~t attending school; 

(d) ~v~ ~~etinotice ·~o the parent requiring 
. the parent to cause kuch child to attend 
school: 

64. Every headteacher of a school shall· 

(a) report to th~ ~ttendance officer the name 
ag~ .. and . !esidence of every child of 
compulsory school age who has not 
attended school as reqtrlred by law; 

.. 
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(b) furnish the Principal Secretary with such 
infunnation as the Principal Secretary requires for·the enforcement 
of compulsory education. 

65.(1) Where a parent of a child of compulsory school 
age who is not excused under section 58 neglects or refuses to 
cause the child to attend school, the parent commits an offence 
and is liable on conviction to a fine of an amount not exceeding 
R20,000. 

(2) The,Court may, instead of imposing a fine, require 
a person convictedofan offence under subsection (1) to enter into 
a bond not exceeding R25,000 with one or more sureties to be 
approved by the Court on condition that the person shall, after the 
expiration of five days, cause the child to attend school as required. 

66.(1) Subject to subsection (3), a person who employs a 
child of compulsory school age commits an offence and is liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding RSO,OOO. 

(2) Where a body corporate contravenes subsection 
(1 ), in addition to the said body corporate, a director or o~cer of 
the body corporate who authorises, pennits or acquiesces in such 
contravention commits an offence and is liable on conviction to 1he 
same penalty as the body corporate. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a person may 
employ a student of compulsory school age if the employment of 
the student is part of the school programme or other approved 
scheme of training. 

(4) A student of compulsory school age shall not be 
permitted by a person ·to loiter on the licensed premises of the 
person where he carries on any business in connection with the 
sale, storage or eonveyance ofliquor . 
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. (S) Any p~rs~n who contravenes subsection (4 
co~~ an offence and JS hable on conviction to a fine ofRSO,Oot 
orunpnsorunent fur 2 years or to both such fine and imprisonment 

67. In any prosecution of an offence under sectioz 
66 a ~~<ltement as to the attendance or non-attendance at schoo' 
of :my stu~ent, .signed by the headteacher of the school, shall b~ 
pnmafacle eVIdence of the facts stated therein. 

68:(1) . All schools and educational institutions shall, in 
consultation With the Principal Secretary and in accordance witll 
the re.le~a~t regulations, fonnulate and enforce rules of conduct 
and disc1plme of the students. 

. (2) The rules referred to in subsection (1) shall come 
mto effect when they-

(a) are approved in Writing by the Principal 
Secretary; and · 

(b) are circulated to the parents of the students 
of the schooJ or educational institution and 
to the students where necessary. 

69~(1) . ~~dteacherorthedirectorofanyStateschool 
~r educational mStitution may, in accordance with regulations made 
m that behalf, suspend a student from school or institution. 

· (2) A headteacheror director who suspends a student 
sh?II ~eport that fact in writing to the student's parents and the 
Pnnctpal Secretary and state the reason or reasons for such 
suspension. 

. 70. (1) The Principal Secretary may, having 
constdered the report undet: section 69 (2), order that-
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(a) the term of suspension be extended by a 
specified number of days to enable an 
inquiry to be held; 

(b) the student be reinstated on a specified date 
ifthe Principal Secretary considers it just 
and reasonable to do so; 

(c) the student be transferred to another school 
including a special school; 

(d) the student be expelled. 

(2) Where a student is suspended or expelled, in the 
case of a student who is within the compulsory school age the 
parents, or in the case of a student beyond the compulsory school 
age his representative, may make representations to the Principal 
Secretary with respect to the suspension or expulsion within 7 
days thereof. 

(3) The Principal Secretary shall make a decision 
within 7 days of the representation being made under subsection 
(2) and the student shall remain suspended or expelled during that 
period. 

( 4) The Principal Secretary shall inform the parent 
or the student of the right of appeal under subsection (5) at the 
time of notifying the decision under subsection (3). 

(5) Theparentorthestudentrnay, within 14daysof 
the receipt of the decision of the Principal Secretary, appeal to the 
Minister against the decision . 

(6) The Minister may, having considered the appeal, 
either confirm the decision or vary the decision as he thinks fit. 
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· Part S -Rights and responsibilities of teachers, etc 
[28th December 2004] Supplement to Official Gazette 

74.( 1) A teacher, lecturer or instructor in a State school or 
71. A person shall be quaiified to be a teacher in a educational institution shall-

State school only if that person holds the prescnbed qualifications. 

72. Ever:Y teacher shall-

(a) be treated in a fair and reasonable manner· 
' 

(b) be provided, as far as possible, with an 
adequate working environment; 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

be provided, as far as possible, with 
sufficient and appropriate equipment and 
facilities .to perfonn his or her duties; 

be protected, ~s far as possible, from 
molestation, abuse, assault and battery 
while perfonning his or her duties within or 
outside the school premises; 

be afforded, where necessary, legal and 
psychologicaJ support in the event of injury 
suffered in the perfonnance of duties; 

be provided with reasonable access to 
professional training and development; 

cg) be provided with adequate protective J• 
clothing, tools and equipment while being 
engaged in hazardous activities. 

73. A teacher shall perform his or her professional 
duties iJJ accordance with regulations made under this Act and the 
directions of the headteacher or the director of the educational 
institution as the case may be. 

(a) encourage students in the p~rsuit of 
knowledge and teach them diligently and 
faithfully; 

(b) teach courses of study that are approved 
or authorised under this Act; · 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

under the direction of the head of the school 
or institution maintain order and discipline 
among students ·while they arc within the 
premises of the school or institution or 
attending or palticipating in duly approved 
activities outside such premises; 

review with students their assessment and 
progress and advise them pf the 
perfonnance expected of them; 

participate in the national assessments of 
students as and when required by the 
Ministry; 

maintain the registers, records and other 
documents required by or un~ this Act 
and make them available for insi>ection by 
the Principal Secretary or any authorised 
person; 

perform any other duties as and when 
reasonably required by the head of the 
institution. 
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Senior 
management of 
~;chools etc. 

Responsibilities 
of heads of 
ediiC8tional 
institutions 

(2) A teacher or lecturer or instructor who fails to 
pe~onn any duties under subsection ( 1) is liable to disciplinary · 
action. 

(e) initiate action for the proper maintenance 
and care of the property of the school or 

75.(1) The senior management staff of a school or 
educational institution consists ofheadteacher, deputy head teacher, 
assistant director, head of programmes, head of faculty, head of 
subject, studies coordinator and such other officer as may be 
prescribed. 

(2) A person holding a post referred to in subsection 
(1) sha11;in addition to canying out duties of teacher or lecturer or 
instructor, shall also carry out such other duties assigned to the 
post as may be prescribed. 

(3) A person referred to in subsection ( 1) who fails 
to comply with the provisions of subsection (2) is liable to 
disciplinary action. 

7 6.( 1) Every head teacher and director of an educational 
institution shall-

(a) ensure the observance of this Act and 
regulations made thereunder; 

(b) maintain order and discipline in the 
precincts of the school or institution and 
during activities sponsored or approved for 
the school or institution; 

(c) supervise and direct teachers, lecturers, 
instructors and staff and volunteers who. 
are present; 

(d) maintain records and furnish returns as 
required by or under this Act; 

(t) 

institution; 

request material, equipment and supplies 
that are necessary and arrange for their 
distribution; 

(g) deploy and manage members of the 
teaching and non-teaching staff of the 
school or institution and allocate duties to 
them; 

(h) organise and implement the prescribed 
curriculum having regard to the -

(i) needs, experience, interests, aptitude 
and stages of development of the 
students; 

(ii) the resources available to the school 
or institution; 

(i) evaluate the standards of teaching and 
learning in the school or institution and 
ensure that proper standards of professional 
performance are established and 
maintained; 

(j) perform such other functions as may be 
prescribed. 

(2) A headteacher or director of an educational 
institution who fails to perform any duty specified in subsection ( 1) 
is liable to disciplinary action. 
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Part 6 - Curriculum and assessments 

77.( 1) The Minister shall establish a national curriculum 
for State schools. 

shall~ 
(2) A curriculum established under subsection (1) 

(a) be balanced, broadly based and consistent 
with the goals and objectives specified in 
section3; 

(b) promote the moral, cultural, intellectual, 
social and physical development of 
students; 

(c) prepare students for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and challenges of adult life. 

(3) The Minister may revise the national curriculum 
as and when the Minister considers it expedient to do so. 

78. The Minister may constitute a national curriculwn 
advisory committee for the purposes of section 77. 

79. Assessments shall be conducted in accordance 
with regulations at the end of each key stage of primary and 
secondary schooling to evaluate the performance of students in 
relation to the targets of the national curriculum. 

80.(1) It shall not be a condition of admission or 
attendance of any student in a State school that the student 
participates in religious education or attends or abstains from 
attending any place of religious instruction or worship. 
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(2) Where the parent of any student attending a State 
school requests that the student be e~cused from attendaJ_tce at 
collective worship, any religious observance or any educabon or 
instruction in religious subjects at the institution or elsewhere, then, 
unless the request is withdrawn, the student shall be so excused 

81.(1) The Principal Secretary or an officer authorised 
by the Principal Secretary shall, at such times ~din such manner 
as may be prescn'bed, inspect State and. pnvate schools and 
educational institutions. 

(2) An officer who, pursuant to subsecti.on (1), 
inspects a school or educational institution shall submit to the 
Principal Secretary a report on the inspection. 

82. The headteacher of a school or director of an 
educational institution shall keep the school or the instituti~ o~en 
at all times to visits and inspections by the Minister, the Princtpal 
Secretary or any authorised officer. 

Part 7 ~ Miscellaneous 
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83. Offences of A person who - destruction 

(a) prevents a person empowered or authorised etc. 

under this Act ftorn visiting or inspecting a 

(b) 

school or an educational institution; or 

assaults or obsbucts a person empowered 
or authorised under this Act to visit or 
inspect a school or educational institution 
during a visit or inspection. 

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fin~ not 
exceeding.R50,000 or to a term ofimprisorunent not exceedmg 2 
years. 
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Vendors on 
school 
premises 

84.(1) No person sbaJl seJl_o.r offer for sale any food, 
·: ' beverage or other thing in the precincts o(a S«hOQl or education 
. institution dunng working hours except under and in accordance . 

,. 

Prohibition of 
sale of alcoholic 
beverages, 
tobacco 

Loitering on 
premises of 
-:ducational 
institution 

With the written permission of the Principal Secretary. 

(2) The Principal Secretary may revoke such 
permission if any condition of such permission is breached. 

(3) A person who acts in contravention of subsection 
( 1) commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding R20,000 or to imp~sorunent for a term not exceeding2 
years. 

85. Any person who sells, offers or exposes for sale 
any alcoholic beverage or tobacco on the premises of any school 
or educational institution, whether State or private, commits an 
offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding R20,000 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years. 

86.(1) Any person who -

(a) is found loitering on the premises of any 
school or educational institution; 

(b) creates a disturbance on the premises of 
any school or educational institution; 

(c) while on the premises of any school or 
educational institution-

(i) uses threatening or insulting language 
or in any manner interferes with any 
student or member of the staff of 
such school or institution; 

{d) 

(e) 

(ii) 

(m) 

assaults, insults or abuses such 
teacher, student or member of staff; 

or 

disrupts any authorised activity 
conducted on the premises of the 
school or educational institution; 

in a public place causes or ma~es a noise 
that disturbs or is likely to dtsturb any 
authorised activity conducted on the 
premises of the school or educational 
institution; or 

commits any damage to any buikling or other 
property on the premises ofthe school or 
educational institution, 

mmits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fme of an 
-mount not exceeding R20,000 or to imprisonment for a term not 

occeeding 2 years. 

(2) A person who commits an offenee under 
ubsection ( 1) may be arrested by any member of the sta~ of the 
fhool or educational institution or a Police Officer wtthout a 

varrant 

87 .( 1) The Minister may make regulations for carrying Regulations 

)to effect the principles and provisions of this Act. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection 
1 ), the Minister may make regulations providing for-

(a) the management and conduct of State 
schools·or educational institutions; 
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(b) the control, registration, management and. 
conduct of private educational institutions (g) the transfer of students from or to State 

and in respect of- secondary schools; 

(i) the size ofthe classrooms and their (h) the management and accounti~g by 

equipment, the number of students to headteachers and teachers ofState schools 

be accommodated in each classroom or educational institutions of-

and sanitary fuci1ities to be provided; 
(i) moneys or property payable to or 

(it) the registers and other records to be vested in the school or institution; 
kept by the proprietors and the 
particulars to be fUrnished to the (u) moneys derived from fund-raising 
Mfnistry by proprietors; activities; 

(iit) the conditions of the premises; (til) moneys and other property received 
(iv) the curriculum, the courses and byway of gifts or donations or in any 

methods ofinstruction; other manner; 

(c) the standards of the premises of schools (i) the conditions of admission of students or 

and educational ui·stitutions; tenninationofstudentsbipatpost-secondary 
institutions; 

(d) the purposes for which the premises of 
State schools and educational institutions (J) the certification and registration of teachers 
maybe used; who complete courses of training; 

(e) the admission of students to State schools (k) the tenns of employment of teachers 
or educational institutions, the discipline of 
such students, the record to be kept by State 

including their grading. promotion and leave 

schools or educational institutions in respect 
andpa~entoftheiremolurnents; 

of each student, the particulars to be 0) the implementation of any collective 
included in the·record and the disposal of 
the record; 

agreement concerning the conditions of 
service of teachers; 

(t) the admission of persons to post-secondary 
or tertiary stages and the conditions of (m) the establishment, administration,_ 

admission; organisation, inspection, classification and 
discontinuance of schools including pre-
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primary schools and schools for children 
with special needs; 

(n) the award ofbursaries, grants and financial 
assistance in respect of post-secondary and 
tertiary education; 

(o) the academic year, hours of school, and 
vacations of State schools; 

(p) the cases in which and the matters for 
which fees may be charged in State 
schools; 

(q) the inspection ofState schools and private 
educational institutions; 

(r) the establisrunent of a Teachers' Council 
that will maintain a register of all teachers 
and assist in the professional development 
of teachers; 

( s) the constitution, powers and responsibilities 
of the National Students' Council and its 
affiliated associations. 

88.(1) The Education Act, 1982 is repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Education Act, 
1982 any subordinate legislation made under that Act and in force 
immediately before the corning into operation of this Act shall 
continue in force to the extent to which such subordinate legislation 
is not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act until such 
subordinate legislation is amended by regulations made under this 
Act. 
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